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official Socialist bodies of Hungary, Switzerland
and Italy repudiated the Second International and
proclaimed their adhesion to the Third. Similar
action was taken by formidable groups of other
countries, Germany in particular. The Socialists
of France, meeting at Strasbourg during February,
1920, voted by a majority of 4330 to 337 for retire-
ment from the Second International. But the
minority was resourceful enough to extort a com-
promise. By 3000 ballots against 1600, the
question of joining the Comintern was postponed
to a national congress set for the following winter
at Tours.

From the beginning Marcel Sembat, Leon Blum
and their companions vehemently opposed the
absorption of French Socialism by Moscow. As
students of history, they rejected the thesis that
Socialism had burst, full-panoplied and new under
the sun, from the brains of Marx and Engels in
1848 ; they were aware of the indebtedness of both
men to radical precursors in France and the Owenite
and Chartist schools of Great Britain. As strategists,
they deplored Bolshevism's stress upon the technique
of revolution, and its reliance on force, material and
immediate, as the sole arm of popular emancipation.
The use of that weapon in Tsarist Russia, they
acknowledged, may or may not be vindicated by
time ; but as for France, the Revolution's super-
lative lesson was that conquest of power by the
masses, before they are prepared to wield and
defend it, can result only in the triumph of counter-
action. As moralists, they condemned the Islamitic